Social and Economic Impacts in relation to Current Legislation:

Current legislation dealing with the Endangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, National Environmental Policy Act and Equal Access to Justice Act as well as the Implementation of the Northwest Forest Plan have led to a web so complex that our public lands are not being managed to improve our current ecological restoration needs.  The social and economic result is the loss of our rural communities and a migration of our young families to urban areas where they have a possibility of finding jobs.  An additional Social and Economic impact comes with the loss of the necessary infrastructure to provide economical processing and markets for the implementation of ecological restoration projects.  

Current Impacts and Losses due to the legislation and NWFP:

· Inability to accomplish needed ecosystem restoration

· Inhibits the re-introduction of fire on the landscape

· Loss of biodiversity due to protection of individual species

· Resulting impacts to biodiversity are causing other species concerns.

· Increase the annual budget appropriation needs (SRS) to meet the Congressional promise to rural counties dominated with public lands to off set the loss of historical funds promised in the Act of 1908. (Act of May 23, 1908 (P.L. 60-136, Ch. 192, 35 Stat. 260, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 500, 553 56d) 

· Increase in costs to do NEPA analysis on repetitive ecosystem restoration projects due to courts interpretation of legislation and agencies direction in relation to the legislation

· Ability to appeal and litigate ecosystem restoration projects that are repetitive in scope and the same purpose and need have gone through previous NEPA analysis as well as court decisions.

· Increase the volume of each NEPA document

· Increase the cost and time to prepare documents

· Overgrowth of vegetation on public lands resulting in

· reduction of water quality and quantity due to increased transpiration

· increase in catastrophic wildfire losses

· loss of wildlife habitat

· loss of habitat critical to endangered species

· Impact to water quality

· reduction in soil nutrients and porosity

· drastic increase in conversion of forested lands into brushfields

· increase in acres at risk of severe soil damage (increase in large woody debris by restricting salvage opportunities)

· increase in insect and disease outbreaks

· Inability to increase pace and scale through the use of Stewardship contracts (due to restrictions on including economical products to off-set needed restoration work)

· Migration of families to urban areas

· Loss of tax base

· Closure of Hospitals

· Closure of Schools

· Increase in water storage and delivery requirements as our urban population increases 

· Rural Counties loss of social and economic wellbeing

· Loss of medium family incomes

· Increase in unemployment

· Increase in school lunch program

· Increase in Welfare needs

History of Federal Product Volume in the West 

	State
	1990
	2000
	Today
	

	California
	1.5 billion bd ft
	235 million bd ft
	136 million bd ft
	

	Idaho
	0.7 billion bd ft
	150 million bd ft
	80 million bd ft
	

	Oregon
	4.9 billion bd ft
	340 million bd ft
	540 million bd ft
	

	Washington
	1.1 billion bd ft
	93 million bd ft
	125 million bd ft
	

	Total
	8.2 billion bd ft
	818 million bd ft
	881 million bd ft
	


1 million board feet of harvest creates 18 jobs.  So the figures above represent the loss of 126,000 jobs in 4 wester states.
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