SFAC Meeting Willows

May 20, 2011

Minutes

Members Present; Colusa County; Gary Evans; Plumas- Lori Simpson; Siskiyou- Marcia Armstrong; El Dorado- Ray Nutting; Glenn County- Leigh McDaniel; Amador- John Hoffman; Tehama County – Dennis Garton; Modoc- Sean Curtis – Farm Bureau; QLG County Forester/CA Fire Safe Council Frank Stewart; Carpenter and Woodworkers Union- Mike Wood: El Dorado Office of Emergency Service- Vicki Yorty;  El Dorado County Chamber of Commerce – Kirk Bone; CFA – Steve Brink; Congressman McClintock Rep- Ross Branch; SFAC Representatives- Laurel Brent Bumb (El Dorado Chamber) and Bill Wickman (Plumas Econ Recovery/AFRC).

Our second 2011 quarterly meeting began at 10 and opened with introductions and discussion of additional agenda items.  We welcomed new participant and member, Leigh McDaniel, Glenn County Board Member from District 5.

We added items for; 

· Overview of seven county biomass coalition in NE California 

· Southern Oregon Clean Energy Alliance

Agenda item discussions;

Discussion of Congressional/FS meetings and how to assure they are as productive and results oriented as possible.  Develop agenda items for August 24th meeting;

The group agreed that we need to assure that these meetings are courteous, productive and focused to assure that SFAC maintains and gains the respect and coordination with both the Forest Service and our Political representatives.  We want to assure that we designate areas where we are requesting feedback and information from both the FS and our political representatives.  After each meeting we will do follow-up letters to both parties with these identified requests.

*The following items are broken into action and discussion items.  It was also agreed to designate a lead from SFAC that would begin each topic area for the meeting.

These topics are listed in possible priority order because we may not be able to get all of this material covered in the single meeting.  Please provide your comment on this prioritization as well as suggested names for lead on each topic.

· Sierra Nevada/Cascade Dialog: Discuss the results to date of these dialog meetings in relation to the Regional Foresters letter titled, Leadership Intent for Ecological Restoration of May 3, 2010 to increase the pace and scale of treatments on national forest land.  (Bill)

· Define restoration?

· Given that we are in the second year of discussions, when can we expect to see some direction and guidance going to the field to start this work?

· Knowing that budget decreases will likely be the norm for some time, how will you meet this pace and scale increase?

· Discussion on Planning Rule:

· Impact on Pace and Scale (Steve B)

· Policy separation from rural communities.  Discuss our concern and issues with that concept. (Ray or Marcia)

· Discuss our concerns with the Congressional staff present to request their assistance on these issues. (all)

· Discuss any progress and work/planning in relation to the topic of education from our November 4th meeting.  What has the RF done to date and how can SFAC work with him on this topic? (Laurel)

· We should work on an approach and outline of who, what, when and where at the August meeting.

· Further discussion on coordination and the cooperation to date.

· Thank the RF for the effort to date

· Report from Counties on what has happened at the local level on this issue in relation to coordination on Travel Management plans and meetings.  (Susan)

· Discuss the concern that still exists between coordination and cooperation and the direction that has been provided by Fred Kelly Grant.  (Ray)

· FY 12 targets and any out year predictions or requests that the Region may be taking forward.  (Lori)

· Secure Rural Schools Act update.

· Discuss the concern on rolling Title III into Title II. (Frank)

· All land approach in relation to Fire Safe Councils, Conservancies and State and Private Funds for Fire Safe Councils.  (Vicki or Frank)

· Discussion of ecosystem management in relation to water and watersheds.  This topic was also broached at our November 4th meeting and emphasized by Randy Moore.  SFAC will do a letter (sent out on May 23rd for your review).  (Bill)

· Look at this issue on a local forest level as well as within geographic provinces.

· Review and discuss with our Congressional staff what legislation is currently at issue and what is being worked on:

· HR1485

· Stewardship 

· Ecological, Economic and Social balance.  The need to address providing more Economist and Sociologist at the Forest level to provide input and balance in the NEPA process for alternative and evaluation of alternatives from more than a pure environmental/ecological standpoint. (Marcia)

· CFRLA program and selection.  What are the budgetary and program impacts on non-selected forests? 

· Update on any further discussions that the RF has had in relation to his discussion on price structure for biomass from our November 4th meeting. (Steve)

· Secretary Vilsack wants to create avenues for the use of wood locally.  What direction has come to the regions?  (Steve)

Other agenda items discussed;

FS Sierra Nevada/Cascade Dialog;

We had a discussion on this process and the current session on Social and Economic issues.  The June 4th meeting has been canceled and it will be moved back to October 13th.   I will do a letter from SFAC emphasizing the desire to have one SFAC Board of Supervisors member and one member from the Associated California Loggers added to the panels for this session.

Renewal of Power Purchase Agreements;

Biomass power plants with PG&E power purchase agreements come due in August 2011 for renewal.  California Biomass Energy Alliance has been in discussions for months with PG&E trying to arrive at reasonable rates for renewal for existing power plants.  PG&E has been willing to sign agreements with new power plants in the 9+ cents/kW range.

PG&E has said that they want biomass to compete with other renewables.  The biomass power plant industry would be more than happy to compete with wind (10-15 cents/kW) or solar (28-54 cents/kW).  But when the "real" discussions begin, PG&E really wants the biomass power plant industry to compete with natural gas (4-5 cents/kW).  CBEA/PG&E discussions broke off several weeks ago with no movement to an outcome.  That leaves each individual power plant to negotiate for themselves with PG&E.

Steve feels that many of the existing biomass power plants (Mt. Lassen Power, Burney Forest Power, Honey Lake, Loyalton, Sierra Forest Products, . . .) will stop producing power and selling into the grid unless a reasonable renewal price is established (in excess of 6.4 cents/kW).  They will shut their doors except in the case of Sierra Forest Products who will run their power plant just enough to cover all of their on-site power needs.  The solution has to be the Governor directing PUC Chair Peavey to set price controls on PG&E.

CBEA is in discussions with the Governor's Staff, Chair Peavey, and legislative members to seek a manageable outcome.

Media Plan- We have not accomplished any more on this subject except for web site development.  Laurel has also worked on our letterhead and we discussed and agreed that our letterhead should also list the counties that we have participating member from.  Those will be listed on the first page of our letters on the left hand column.

Web Site development;

Bill will be working with an individual to get a site developed. We discussed the following areas to be within the site;

· Home page- simple

· Map of participating counties

· Section on fire

· Section of water

· Correspondence

· Article link

· Non-partisan efforts- such as link to QLG and others

Review and Update of Work Plan;

We reviewed and made minor changes but nothing substantial was deleted or added.

Meetings and Reports;

We had brief discussions on the April 27/28 Fire Forum in Sacramento.  Teri was not present so we could not get her perspective as she represented SFAC on a panel.

Future correspondence list;

· State water issues (done)

· Letter on Planning Rule to Walden and others for support of their issues

· HR 1485- Catastrophic Wildfire legislation

· To Herger/McClintock

· Western Governor’s

· CSAC

· State Forester 

· FS Retirees

Next meeting dates:  August 24th with our Congressional staff and FS in Sacramento.  

November 4th in Willows. 

Notes submitted by Bill Wickman, Representative of SFAC 

