Sustainable Forest Action Coalition  (SFAC)

Friday, February 28, 2014

SAGOG

1415 L Street, Suite 300

Sacramento, CA 95814

10 am – 1 pm 

Agenda

10 am

Opening Remarks 




Bill Wickman- SFAC




Political Representatives

10:15  – 10:30

Farm Bill Highlights - Bill Wickman

-Reaffirms that projects conducted under Categorical Exclusion (CE'S) should not be subject to Administrative Appeal.

-Designation by prescription (DxP) and designation by descrition (DxD) are authorized for all FS timber sale contracts.

-A limited 3,000 acre CE for use in collaborative forest management projects treating insect and disease infestations.

-Gives Governors greater authority in the identification of critical areas and use of insect and disease CE's on FS lands.  The Sec. Of Agriculture has until April 8th (60 days from Feb. 7 enactment) to designate areas “experiencing an insect and disease epidemic” requested by a Governor as “treatment areas”.  These areas will then be eligible for all of the “streamlining” associated with HFRA authorities. (Chris Fischer is Regional Office lead and has been in contact with the State)

-Permanent authority of stewardship contracting.

-Fire liability provisions in stewardship contracts will now be the same as timber sales.

-EPA barred from requiring Clean Water Act permits for forests roads.

-Good Neighbor Authority expanded nationwide to allow states to enter into agreements to perform work on federal forests lands.

-Expands HFRA authorities to streamline projects in “critical areas” that have been identified as facing forest health threats.

10:30 – 11:15

HR 1526 and S 1966 Overview – Bill Wickman – and All

S 1966 (Barrasso)

     Allows the Forest Service to expedite timber harvest on 7.5 million acres (in Forest Management Emphasis Areas) over 15 years. This represents only 16% of the suitable land base and 3.8% of total Forest Service lands. 

Approximately 500,000 acres would receive commercial mechanical treatments each year which is double what is being treated annually now. Harvest volumes would increase from today’s level of 2.7 bbf to approximately 5.5-6 bbf. 

An additional 25% of generated revenues from the projects would go to counties. 

Project planning would only require an Environmental Analysis of 100 pages or less and would only need to study two alternatives and describe current conditions to analyze cumulative effects.

ESA determinations could be conducted by Forest Service professionals.

There would be a streamlined objection process, then if parties disagree, an arbitrator would make a final, binding decision regarding how the project would move forward. 

  HR 1526

· Establishes Forest Reserve Revenue Areas. 

· These Areas established in the General Forest areas outside of Wilderness and produce at least 20 Cu. Ft. of growth per year

· No less than 50% of sustained yield must be harvested per year—not counting post/poles

· 25% of Receipts go back to counties

· Includes language to expedite treatments in high fire risk areas

· EA only need to be prepared—100 pages or less

· EA completed within 180 after Project Notice

· Cumulative Effects described as current conditions

· 10,000 acres CE available for salvage or high risk forests

· Agency can use Designation by Prescription

· Agency Analyzes ESA compliance and submits to FWS/NOAA

·  Plaintiffs must post a bond to litigate a project or case will be 

dismissed. 

15 Minute Break

11:30 – 12:45 
Discussion on working together and developing Asks as we move forward

              

All

12:45 pm 

Next meeting date





June 27th in Redding – Discuss appropriate start time and length



 
Closing Remarks 





Open 

