Notes From S/E Mtg

September 12, 2014

On September 12th, Bill Wickman (SFAC), Deb Whitall and Mark Metcalfe (FS Regional Office) and Dan Ripke and Georgia Nilsson (CSU Chico CED) met in Chico to finalize planning, outline, date, time, location and agenda for the upcoming Social and Economic Roundtable.  This event is coordinated and financed through the Sustainable Action Coalition with cooperation from CSU Chico Center for Economic Development.  The  Forest Service Region 5 Regional Office was invited to participate in the conversation.

The first discussion centered on clarifying the goals and objectives for the S/E roundtables.  As suggested by both Deb and Mark, the following outlines the need, objective and outcome of these meetings;

· The first step in better addressing and analyzing the S/E element is to assure that updated Forest Plans include more information and guidance on a S/E purpose and need.

· Currently there are 3 Forests in Region 5 (the Early Adopters of the 2012 Planning Rule) going through the Plan update and those 3 are on a time line to have a signed decision by September 2016, 2 years out.  The remaining Forests will then begin their updates and likely will not all be completed for 5 plus years after 2016.

· Because of the time frame involved in updating Forest Plans, there needs to be intermediate steps taken to assure that S/E are addressed in current plans as well as in project level NEPA documents for decisions.

· The SFAC roundtable assists in these intermediate steps through the gathering of  information on S/E benefits and impacts from public land.  This information will be incorporated into:.

1. Roles and Contribution statements for each forest that will help describe the most important S/E benefits or impacts that are important to each forest.

2. These Roles and Contributions will then be used to craft assessments of current conditions and trends that will be used in existing Forest Plans for project level decisions to determine Need to Change in Plan revision and develop Purpose and Need statements describing why changes are needed to current Plans 

3. The information gathered from the roundtables will also be used by the Region to craft guidance documents for all National Forests in Region 5 to draw from in addressing S/E in project level decisions.

4. As part of the Forest Plan revision process, a monitoring plan will be developed and the roundtable will inform data collection and key metrics that counties and communities feel are the top priorities.

It was agreed that we need to all work together to assure that this first session is a quality offering that can be built upon at future sessions.  All felt that the current November 13th date does not provide adequate time for;

· Gathering information to provide to participants on each breakout group.  This information will provide participants some upfront information so that they do not come unprepared on each topic area and this will also allow for better exchange of ideas and benefits or impacts.

· Deciding who will lead each breakout group.  We discussed some specific individuals who would lead and facilitate each breakout group to assure they stay on subject, aren't dominated by individuals and discussions related to S/E's.

· Find and provide recorders for each breakout session so the facilitators can facilitate.  

· Find a suitable location for the event.

· Gather sponsor's in addition to the support that is already coming through SFAC.  Since the financial commitment has been slow to date, we need to assure that there will be adequate funds.

· Provide enough time for CSU Chico to develop the upfront fliers, distribute and receive rsvp's.
· New proposed first session date is late February or early March.   December is not a good month for many and January CSU Chico CED has a large event that they sponsor each year.  This moves us back, but we all agreed that we should not rush this effort to assure we do it right.

At this time we still agree on the 6 breakout session topics that were developed because they are the primary multiple use areas specified for the agency.   The existing topic areas are;

a. Subgroup 1: Economic and Social Contributions of Timber

b. Subgroup 2: Economic and Social Contributions of Range

c. Subgroup 3: Economic and Social Contributions of Water

d. Subgroup 4: Economic and Social Contributions of Plants, Fish and Wildlife

e. Subgroup 5: Economic and Social Contributions of Recreation

f. Subgroup 6: Economic and Social Consequences of Fire on Forest Community Socioeconomics

We are working on finding the key subgroup leaders and each of the sub group working on this effort each have taken on individual contacts that were discussed.

We hope that these notes provide a more complete overview of the reason for and outcome of the roundtables.
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